Anatomy of a Leaf
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Cuticle – Waxy layer that prevents water loss 

Epidermis – comprises the outer layers of the leaf

Palisade mesophyll – most photosynthesis takes place here

Spongy mesophyll – allows gases to move throughout the leaf

Guard Cells – regulate the size of the stoma

Stoma (stomata) – pore used for gas exchange

Vein – transports material to and from the leaf

Xylem – brings water and minerals to the leaf

Phloem – moves sugars away from the leaf, to other parts of the plant
